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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PEPR, PDEV, IS, JO, UAE 

SUB J : BETHLEHEM RECEIVES FUNDS FROM ABU DHABI 

1 . MIKE FREIJ, SON OF BETHLEHEM'S MAYOR ELIAS FREIJ, TOLD 
POLOFF THAT HE HAS BEEN CALLED BY HIS FATHER WITH NEWS THAT 
THE BETHLEHEM MUNICIPALITY HAS RECEIVED $600,000 GRANT FROM 
ABU DHABI. DEPUTY MAYOR WAS DISPATCHED TO AMMAN TO RECEIVE 
MONEY AND DEPOSIT IT IN ARAB BANK THERE. 

2. COMMENT: FREIJ HAS ARGUED VOCIFEROUSLY LATELY THAT 
MODERATES ON WEST BANK WILL BE UNDERMINED IF THEY DO NOT 
RECEIVE FUNDING FROM ARAB STATES OR ELSEWHERE COMPARABLE 
TO THAT RECEIVED BY HARD-LINE MAYORS. ABU DHABI'S GRANT, 
WHILE APPRECIATED, IS NOT LIKELY TO PUT MAYOR FREIJ'S 
CONCERN TO REST AS NABLUS AND RAMALLAH, FOR EXAMPLE, ARE 
CLAIMING CONTRIBUTIONS IN HAND OF SEVERAL MILLION DOLLARS. 
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